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Local film-maker
for Cape Town fest

NADIA KHAN

ALM, deep and spirited
are three words that best
describe Verulam-born
filmmaker Fin Manjoo,

whose movie Woodwind will

debut at the 10th Cape Town Inter-
national Film Festival in October.

Manjoo, 39, who now lives in
Cape Town, said as a teenager
he had big dreams and wrote
many stories, and now his vi-
sion of becoming a film-maker
had materialised.

“I used to carry a notebook
and jot down my ideas. For
years [ had alist of a few dozen
Story premises to develop fur-
ther,” he recalle

Seventeen years ago,
Manjoo left his home in Effing-
ham, Durban, to study film pro-
duction in Johannesburg and
then Cape Town. After qualify-
ing with an honours degree at
the University of Cape Town,
he moved to England, then
Austria, the US and Bosnia
before returning to the Cape.

1 would save money, and
use all of it expanding my
horizons by visiting different
countries to learn from the
people about their arts and cul-
ture, and share idea:

“Idecided that to write good
stories L had to master univer-
sity-level books, not just in the
arts but in psychology, phil-
osophy and theology, because
my work is beyond mere enter-
tainment.

“True arts and culture is an

Verulam-born film-maker Fin

Manjoo’s debut movie,

Woodwind, has been selected for the 10th Cape Town
International Film Festival next month.

important tool to communicate
these learnings,

“Living this way was ex-
tremely risky because I always
had to restart when moving to
anew place and countr;

Manjoo said he experienced
many challenges along the way
— his primary concern was the
lack of funding. “South Afri-
funding was not anywhere
near what you would need to
make a feature film.”

At 21, he produced an ex-
perimental short film in
Durban that he took to the
Cannes Film Festival market

“It was not in the official
competition, but that was an
important learning experience

for me to meet and learn from
the best fi

Rising star
anchored
by music

CHANELLE LUTCHMAN

MUSIC is the anchor that keeps
Dhenishta Mikaela Chetty, or
Mikaela as she is popularly
known, grounded.

That is according to the
17-year-old Morningside lass,
who performed at East Coast
Radio’s recent Be The Band
Competition at Galleria Mall

The Grad pupil said
music helped “centre” her and
she aimed to encourage others
to believe in themselves.

“I want my music to make
people happy. I want to be a
healing influence for people,
who are discouraged or need
upliftment,” said Mikaela, who
added her family were her big-
gest supporters
‘e are a close-knit family
and our parents raised my two
siblings and I to be humble,

and i

“My short cxperiment was
then nominated for Best Drama
and Best Dircctor in South Af-
rica at the Avanti Awards, as
it was known back then. It's
now the South Africa Film and
Television Awards.”

Manjoo said about 10 years
ago, he was researching and
developing the story of Wood-
wind from Austria.

“Then when I got married, I
had to first take responsibility
to make sure we settled down
properly and that everything
was secure at home.

“Only then could I be ready
to begin the adventure of film-
ing Woodwind.

s self-funded and shot
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in India and I teamed up with a
highly skilled crew and actors
from abroad, who believed in
the project as much as [ did.”

Woodwind tells of the jour-
ney of aman who would rather
believe in his own madness
than the existence of the extra-
ordinary

The film boasts an inter-
national cast and crew who
hail from five continents.

It has been nominated for
the Grand Prix Best Film, Best
Director, Best Debut Film as
well as Best South African

Woodwind is also in conten-
tion for other cast and crew
awards, to be determined by
an international jury at the
upcoming festival.

lanjoo is currently work-
ing on two other scripts.

“I feel I need to get through
the film festival circuit of
Wooduwind first, before prepro-
duction of the next film.

“Woodwind is my first fea-
ture film and I hope to bring
it back home for the Durban
International Film Festival,
which runs in June 2018,

They encouraged this gift of
‘mine and supported my career
choice, while my siblings, Dak-
shina Alka and David Judah,
are my biggest and most
loyal ‘groupies’. They are my
strength and my rock stars.”

Her parents, she said, dis-
covered her ability to sing at
the age of two.

“Mymom heard me singnurs-
ery rhymes on pitch and trained
me with the little knowledge she
‘had from her days when she was
in the school choir: When I was
seven, I would sing songs from
classical Barbie movies and at
12, 1 started vocal training with
Madlen Tzankova. | have been
with her ever since.

Mikaela recently released
her first single, Space Between
Us.

Singer Dhenishta Mikaela Chetty is working on two new

singles.

The song was inspired by
the upcoming mission to Mars.

“It is about a girl, who did
not get the chance to say good-
bye to her love. He was taken
to Mazs on a rocket ship, while
she is left on earth. She yearns
to be reunited with him.

“However, the song will have
different meanings for different
people but the point of it is to
fill the space between us and
bring comfort.

“It's about the power of love
as a healing influence in times
of hopelessness.”

Mikaela also enjoys writing
and playing the piano.

“I compose pieces and write
a lot of stories. My first was
titled Just Dream. I am nine
chapters in and waiting for
inspir: loh to guide me on how
to end it

The story is about a girl
diagnosed with sleeping beauty

syndrome, who is trapped in a
world her mind is trying to find
its way out of.

“The all-rounder also starred
in playwright Ronnie Goven-
der's Too Muckin Fuich 2 when
she was 11 and has appeared in
school plays.

She would one day like to
perform with Shawn Mendes,
ayoung artist. “He inspires me
with his vocal talent and the
humility he displays during
interviews.”

Mikaela said she learnt one
had to work hard to achieve
one’s dreams. “Part of being a
lifelong learner is about being
thankful for the good and the
bad. Thankful for the good as a
blessing. Thankful for the bad
because of the lessons learnt
which mould my character”

ikacla is meanwhile work-
ing on two singles, which she
plans to release with videos,

US ambassador Andrew Youn,
attending the Essence Festival

g is one of the many visitors
Durban. PICTURE: AJC.COM

Essence Festival
offers Durban growth
opportunities

THIS year's instalment of the
Essence Festival Durban prom-
ises to be bigger and better with
thecity of eThekwini gearing to
deliveramemorable experience.

The festival is a global show-
case and a celebration of ex-
cellence, inspiration and em-
powerment and is an unrivalled
entertainment experience. It
will be held at the ICC from Sep-
tember 28 to October 1.

The festival will showcase
Durban as a “liveable city”,
leveraging its history, heritage
and multiculturalism, and is
aimed at empowering emer-
ging talent across the arts and
business fields.

The cconomy and tourism
in the city will benefit from the
influx of visitors.

The confirmed numbers to
date from delegates coming
from the rest of Africa is over
80, with more countries still to
confirm their attendance.

This growing number is
made of countries such as
Cameroon, Ghana, Nigeria,

Botswana, Zambia, Mozam-
bigue and Angola.

ese are countries that
recently demonstrated sig-
nificant growth in their
middle-class populations
and consumer spending, in-
cluding rising levels of lei-
sure international travel,
presenting Durban with an
ever-increasing potential
tourism market.

The US will be represented
by a delegation of 65 people.
The business delegation will
be led by luminaries such as
ambassador Andrew Young, a
well-known icon of the civil
rights movement and an ac-
tive supporter of the Struggle
against apartheid.

Itwillalso include the presi-
dent of the US Black Cham-
ber of Commerce, who will
be accompanied by investors,
business owners and speakers
at the conferen

For enquiries, visit www.
essence.com/durban. - POST
Reporter

CHANELLE LUTCHMAN

AS A LITTLE girl, Jaya Goven-
der would sit beside her father
as he sang and played the guitar.
His passion and love of music
inspired her to start singing and
at the age of 9 she was already
penormmg inaband.
ecalling the good old days,

chcndcr 49, of Phoenix, said
her dad, musician and vocalist
Vassie Govender, was a member
of the band Kalivani Orchestra.

“I would wait for him to
practise because there was
something about his voice that
filled our home with joy and
laughter,” said Govender, a
stay-at-home mom, who sings
in fluent Tamil and Hindi.

With her older sister, Loshni
Moodley. the pair joined their
father’s practice sessions by
dancingand singing along with
him.

“We did this for
fun but one day a
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Jayatells of her love for music

Jaya Govender

to join his band Santana East-
ern. I remember feeling excited
and nervous at the time.”

Her mom, Devi, she said,
sewed their outfits,

Their favourite was the
long, flowing maxi dresses
with colowrful sequins that
they wore to their first per-
formance - a fund-raising show

CONGRATULATION:
The Daily News Your Choice
is pleased to announce that
The Lmle Indla Restauram

A 9-year-old Jaya Govender
performs for the first time.

in Mount Edgecombe.

‘The mother of two added:
“At first I was so stiff on stage
but as the performance pro-
gressed, I became more com-
fortable.

“My sister and I sang all
the classic songs like Papa
Vande nee, Ammavim and Ap-

Performing alongside her
older sister Loshni

pavim, which had so much
meaning. The crowds used
to flock to see us,” said Gov-

ender, who added that she
enjoyed performing Bolly-
wood music but was equally
capable of singing devotional
and classical songs.

As a teenager, she recorded
original songs for the group’s
album Anbei Thedi.

She performed with them
until the age of 20.

“I got married at 21 but
1 could not stay away from
music. In the same year, I
joined my neighbour’s band,
Eastern Shadows, which I am
still a member of.”

With the new band, Gov-
ender toured Swaziland and
performed in Mala

albums of popular Tamil film
songs.

She is still keen on promot-
ing Eastern music.

“Eastern music is synonym-
ous with the Indian culture.”
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